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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The publication entitled Canta Magazine: Issue 22, September 26, 2007 is classified as: 
Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have 
attained the age of 16 years. 

The publication is a university magazine that by its nature and tradition is written in a 
manner to satirize cultural phenomena and provoke debate. The restriction to this 

magazine is primarily due to the article in the magazine entitled The Tap 5 most .. attractive 

girls worth going to prison for. Although clearly designed to be outlandish and intended as a 
satire on the tabloid treatment of celebrities the article is lewd, crass and offensive. That 
the article is confrontational or offensive to most readers is insufficient reason in itself to 
limit freedom of expression except in the case where there is an identifiable harm to the 
public good. The Classification Office considers that the satirical content in the article will 
be lost on younger readers who are likely to be adversely influenced by the writer's overt 
misogyny in which women are denigrated and reduced to being presented as mere objects 
of sexual lust. Even considering the context and purpose of the magazine overall the effect 
of the article is degrading, dehumanising and demeaning to the women identified, and 
women in general. Consequently the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious 
to the public good unless restricted to a mature audience. 

Considerations under s3 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 
have been weighed against the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990. Given the degrading, dehumanising and demeaning manner in which the publication 
deals with matters of sex a limit on its availability to older teenagers and adults is 
considered to be a reasonable and demonstrably justifiable restriction. This limitation on 
the publication's availability is the minimum restriction that can be applied in order to 
prevent likely injury to the public good. 
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